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VELUX 5 OCEANS LAUNCHES TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS 
A commitment to promoting sustainability around the world in the first ever Eco 60 race 
 
The VELUX 5 OCEANS today launched its sustainability agenda under the banner of ‘TAKING ON THE 
ELEMENTS’. The concept brings together all the key stakeholders in the race under the umbrella of the 
shared value of sustainability, providing a basis of understanding and a platform for activities and 
communications in 2010 and 2011. 
 
TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS defines the vision, strategy and tactics under which Clipper Ventures as 
race organiser, VELUX as title sponsor, La Rochelle as start/finish port, the other host ports around the 
world and all future race partners and suppliers can embrace a message of sustainability through the 
platform of The Ultimate Solo Challenge. 
 
At a race reception at the Nautic Boat Show in Paris, Chairman of Clipper Ventures Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston was joined the Mayor of La Rochelle Maxime Bono and President of VELUX France, Michel 
Langrand. The three main players in the VELUX 5 OCEANS 2010-11 all outlined their commitment to 
TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS and promoting sustainability across the world. 
 
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston stated, “The climate is changing for the worse. Climate change is man-made 
and is a serious challenge for society – it is our responsibility as humans to reverse this trend. Because 
we care about the environment of the race, we need to handle it with care, for the benefit of the world 
and mankind. As a major global sporting event, the VELUX 5 OCEANS is committed to contributing to 
the fight against climate change. TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS is a concept designed to link the race to 
its environment and the challenges the world on sustainable development. The ocean, sun and wind are 
our shared universe, and protecting them our common objective.” 
 
“The VELUX 5 OCEANS through the race organisation as well as the skippers, partners, stakeholders 
and followers, strongly supports sustainable development. Together we will take the message of 
sustainability across five oceans by informing, inspiring and interacting with a global audience. By our 
actions and approach, the VELUX 5 OCEANS will demonstrate how it is possible to work against climate 
change at various levels. We do not claim to be carbon neutral, but believe that any size of contribution 
counts as fighting climate change.” 
 
Michel Langrand, President of VELUX France, added, “In the VELUX Group we are very committed to 
creating solutions for sustainable living. Our vision for future buildings is that they must have a good 
indoor climate, they need to be energy-efficient and they must utilise sustainable energy sources. With 
our products and knowledge we have something to offer in all three areas.” 
 
At the race start in La Rochelle The VELUX Group will showcase a zero energy concept house and 
announce and celebrate the winners of the International VELUX Award 2010 for students of architecture 
at an award event. Besides helping others reducing their impact on the climate The VELUX Group have 
set a goal of cutting its own CO2 emission by 50% in 2020. 
 
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, concluded, “Clipper Ventures has equally committed to TAKING ON THE 
ELEMENTS through the creation of the new Eco 60 Class which recycles existing boats and through its 
associated rules which insist on renewable onboard energy and actively rewards skippers who promote 
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sustainability. At the same time, we will seek to change our mindset through a Race Responsibility 
Charter which outlines how we are as a race organisation will act and operate.”  
 
“I hope that all the skippers will embrace TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS and that this umbrella will 
welcome further race partners who want to take advantage of the race platform to promote sustainability 
to a global audience in a meaningful way.” 
 
Two of the confirmed entries in the Eco 60 Class, Derek Hatfield of Canada and Brad van Liew of USA, 
have embraced the sustainability opportunities of the exciting new Eco 60 Class: 
 
Derek Hatfield: “We will be competing in the Eco 60 Class as it embodies our core values with regard to 
the environment and education. The aim is to consume zero fossil fuels as we race around the world. 
We will be able to attain this by utilizing wind, solar and hydrogen fuel cell technology. The overall 
budget is relatively small and would be attractive to a company that can use this platform to increase 
their brand exposure while aligning themselves with a sustainability message. We are currently seeking 
partners that have these similar goals.”  
 
Brad van Liew: “The Eco 60 Rules are only a starting point. Our true goal is to race around the world 
without using a drop of diesel fuel, proving that modern solo racing no longer requires it. The class 
requires the use of existing race boats, recycled to compete in what will be a hugely competitive event.” 
 
TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS: Vision, Strategy and Actions 
Please visit www.velux5oceans.com for more information on TAKING ON THE ELEMENTS 
 
The ambition of the VELUX 5 OCEANS is to minimise our contribution to climate change via direct action 
and promoting sustainable development to a global audience via the race platform, including its 
skippers, partners and stakeholders 
 
The VELUX 5 OCEANS accepts the United Nations’ position that greenhouse gas emissions are set to 
lead to a marked increase in the Earth’s average temperature which is predicted to have significant 
negative consequences on the planet’s environment. Climate change from rising temperatures has 
already led to major impacts for the world’s environment and will continue to affect the planet’s oceans 
and atmosphere, the base environment for the VELUX 5 OCEANS. 
 
Clipper Ventures: 
 

- The Eco 60 Class – 
o Recycling existing boats: The Eco 60 Class avoids significant investment in both financial 

and material resources in constructing new boats, instead leveraging existing yachts 
o Power systems: The Eco 60 Class rules state that there must be three independent power 

systems onboard on each yacht. One can be fossil fuel based, whilst two must be based 
on renewable energy and contribute at least 30% of the required power onboard 
 

- Race Responsibility Charter – 
o Clipper Ventures has published a Charter outlining how it will operate and act in order to 

try to make itself more sustainable 
 
VELUX:  
 

- The VELUX House in La Rochelle:  
o The VELUX House is the official exit pavilion at the COP15 in Copenhagen. The next 

destination is La Rochelle for the start of the VELUX 5 OCEANS. The house is designed 
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to replace the former closed roof construction of multi-storey buildings and demonstrate 
how energy renovation of older apartment buildings can be achieved by utilising daylight 
and natural ventilation at the same time as minimising the use of resources – and thus 
CO2 emissions. 
 

- The International VELUX Award 2010 for Students of Architecture with focus on sustainable 
living, La Rochelle October 2010:  
 

o “Light of Tomorrow” is the overall theme of the International VELUX Award. The award 
seeks to challenge the future of daylight in the built environment with an open-minded and 
experimental approach. Therefore, the Award seeks to widen the boundaries of daylight in 
architecture, including aesthetics, functionality, sustainability, and the interaction between 
buildings and environment. The Awards will be hosted in La Rochelle on the start 
weekend of the VELUX 5 OCEANS in October 2010. 

 
For further information on the VELUX 5 OCEANS, please contact Tim Kelly, Race Director of Communications: 
T: + 44 7773 325 533 
E: tkelly@velux5oceans.com 
W: www.velux5oceans.com 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
VELUX 5 OCEANS – The Ultimate Solo Challenge 
 
The VELUX 5 OCEANS is the oldest single-handed round the world yacht race. Run every 4 years since 1982, the 
race is the longest and toughest event for any individual in any sport. The VELUX 5 OCEANS is a series of five 
high-pressure ocean sprints within a marathon circumnavigation. In the course of the 30,000 mile race, the 
skippers cross five oceans alone. The next VELUX 5 OCEANS will take place 2010-2011 and promises to reach a 
global audience as the dramatic stories are followed live across TV, radio, print, Internet and via mobile technology. 
 
www.velux5oceans.com  
 
About VELUX  
 
VELUX creates better living environments with daylight and fresh air through the roof. Our product range contains a 
wide assortment of roof windows and skylights, as well as systems for flat roofs. In addition, VELUX offers many 
types of decoration and sun screening, roller shutters, installation products, products for remote control and thermal 
solar panels for roof installation. With manufacturing companies in ten countries and sales companies in approx. 
40, VELUX is one of the strongest brands in the global building materials sector and its products are sold in most 
parts of the world. The VELUX Group has around 10,000 employees and is owned by VKR Holding A/S, a limited 
company wholly owned by foundations and family.  
 
www.velux.com  
  
About Clipper Ventures Plc 
 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of Sir Robin Knox-Johnston's historic solo and non-stop circumnavigation in 
1970. Now, as Chairman of Clipper Ventures PLC, he is at the forefront of promoting round the world yacht racing. 
Clipper Ventures, the marine sports company founded in 1995, is focused on developing and promoting major 
events capable of attracting significant participation, income, media coverage and associated sponsorship revenue. 
The company owns the rights to the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race and the VELUX 5 OCEANS. 
 
www.clipper-ventures.com  
 
About La Rochelle 
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For 1,000 years, La Rochelle the "rebel" likes being different: democratic a long time before the rest of France, it is 
Protestant when the whole France is Catholic; it always innovates and disrupts commonplaces and the city 
becomes a pioneer as regards urban ecology. Throughout history, La Rochelle shows its difference. It has always 
been turned toward the sea and has a rich and turbulent past. La Rochelle remained bubbly of ideas and events. 
Boating and sailing races are deeply rooted in La Rochelle’s culture and many events were held in this city where 
the French boating industry could develop its numerous assets.  
 
Stopovers of the Volvo Ocean Race, of the Global Challenge, of the Clipper Race, start city of the Transat 6.50 
Charente-Maritime/Bahia, commemoration the 400th anniversary of the discovery of Quebec, International In-water 
Boat Show... a multiplicity of events that ranked La Rochelle as one of the major capital of International sailing. La 
Rochelle still steer the course to the future! 
 
www.ville-larochelle.fr   
www.agglo-larochelle.fr  

http://www.ville-larochelle.fr/�
http://www.agglo-larochelle.fr/�

	For Immediate Release: December 8PthP, 2009
	Rights-free race images available to download in high-resolution from 4TUwww.w-w-i.com/velux_5_oceans/U4T
	Interviews and video footage available on request from the communications team
	For further information on the VELUX 5 OCEANS, please contact Tim Kelly, Race Director of Communications:
	T: + 44 7773 325 533
	E: 4TUtkelly@velux5oceans.comU4T
	W: 4TUwww.velux5oceans.comU4T
	NOTES TO EDITORS
	VELUX 5 OCEANS – The Ultimate Solo Challenge
	The VELUX 5 OCEANS is the oldest single-handed round the world yacht race. Run every 4 years since 1982, the race is the longest and toughest event for any individual in any sport. The VELUX 5 OCEANS is a series of five high-pressure ocean sprints wit...
	4TUwww.velux5oceans.comU4T
	About VELUX
	VELUX creates better living environments with daylight and fresh air through the roof. Our product range contains a wide assortment of roof windows and skylights, as well as systems for flat roofs. In addition, VELUX offers many types of decoration an...
	4TUwww.velux.comU4T
	About Clipper Ventures Plc
	This year marks the 40th anniversary of Sir Robin Knox-Johnston's historic solo and non-stop circumnavigation in 1970. Now, as Chairman of Clipper Ventures PLC, he is at the forefront of promoting round the world yacht racing. Clipper Ventures, the ma...
	4TUwww.clipper-ventures.comU4T
	About La Rochelle
	For 1,000 years, La Rochelle the "rebel" likes being different: democratic a long time before the rest of France, it is Protestant when the whole France is Catholic; it always innovates and disrupts commonplaces and the city becomes a pioneer as regar...
	Stopovers of the Volvo Ocean Race, of the Global Challenge, of the Clipper Race, start city of the Transat 6.50 Charente-Maritime/Bahia, commemoration the 400th anniversary of the discovery of Quebec, International In-water Boat Show... a multiplicity...
	4TUwww.ville-larochelle.frU4T
	4TUwww.agglo-larochelle.frU4T

